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CURRENTLY
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Location breadcrumbs ( = not based on the exact user path, but on the site structure)

Breadcrumb trails positioned at eye level and close to other navigation links  

Inconsistent implementation accross the site

The current page is not a link 



dotLRN breadcrumbs
SUGGESTED SITE STRUCTURE - AS PERCEIVED BY USERS THROUGH BREADCRUMBS

Breadcrumbs shoud be built consistently to help users built a mental model of the site 
structure 

Home My Space
My Calendar
My Files

New Pages names

Classes
Join a Class
Class Name

Communities
Join a Community
Community Name

Control Panel

Administration

Who is online?

Class Space
(Class) Calendar
(Class) Files

(Class) New Pages names

(Class) Admin 
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Search

(Community) Home
(Community) Calendar
(Community) Files

(Community) New Pages names
(Community) Admin 

Community Subgroup Name

Community) People

(Subgroup) Home

(Subgroup) Files

(Subgroup) New pages names
(Subgroup) Admin 

(Subgroup) Calendar

(Subgroup) People

Sub Subgroup Name (Sub Subgroup) Home

(Sub Subgroup) Files

(Sub Subgroup) New pages names
(Sub Subgroup) Admin

(Sub Subgroup) Calendar

(Sub Subgroup) People

Sub Sub Subgroup Name

Folder Name X
Document Name X

SubFolder Name X
Document Name X

Sub SubFolder Name X
Document Name X

Sub Sub SubFolder Name X
Document Name X

Folder Name
Document Name

SubFolder Name
Document Name

Folder Name
Document Name

SubFolder Name
Document Name

Folder Name
Document Name

Application Name

Application Name Application Page Name

Application Page Name
Application Name Application Page Name

Application Name Application Page Name

Application Name Application Page Name

Application Name Application Page Name

Application Name Application Page Name

Application Name Application Page Name

Application Name

Application Name Application Page Name
Application Name Application Page Name

Application Name Application Page Name
Application Name Application Page Name

Application Name Application Page Name

Application Name Application Page Name

to be replaced by proper name
displayed as-is in the breadcrumbs

X user-specific files only
to be replaced by application name and  own structure

Application Name

Application Page Name
Application Page Name

Application Page Name

Application Name Application Page Name

Application Name Application Page Name

Search Results



dotLRN breadcrumbs
UPDATED: SUGGESTED SITE STRUCTURE - AS PERCEIVED BY USERS THROUGH BREADCRUMBS

Updated with the fact that submenu pages (e.g. class space, class files, class 
calendar) cannot show up in the breadcrumbs (technical issue)

Home

Classes
Join a Class
Class Name

Communities
Join a Community
Community Name

Control Panel

Administration

Who is online?

 Files
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Search

Files

Community Subgroup Name

Files

Sub Subgroup Name

Files

Sub Sub Subgroup Name

Folder Name X
Document Name X

SubFolder Name X
Document Name X

Sub SubFolder Name X
Document Name X

Sub Sub SubFolder Name X
Document Name X

Folder Name
Document Name

SubFolder Name
Document Name

Folder Name
Document Name

SubFolder Name
Document Name

Folder Name
Document Name

Application Name Application Page Name

Application Name X Application Page Name X

Application Name Application Page Name

Application Name Application Page Name

to be replaced by proper name
displayed as-is in the breadcrumbs

X user-specific only
to be replaced by application name and  own structure

Application Name

Application Name Application Page Name

Application Name Application Page Name

Search Results

Documents X



dotLRN breadcrumbs
OTHER RECOMMENDATIONS 
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Remove the breadcrumbs from the homepage.

The breadcrumbs for the homepage would be "Home". To respect the rule 
that the current page shouldn't be a link, "Home" shouldn't be a link on 
the homepage. Therefore it can be confusing for the user.

Replace the colon by the right arrow.

It is more widely used across the web (65% vs 8% for the 
colon), therefore more easily recognized. Also, vertical 
separator such as colon can indicate an alternative. With 
breadcrumbs, we want to signify continuity and the right arrow 
fulfills this purpose better.

> > > > >

Hom
e

If breadcrumbs are too long, include "..."

Breadcrumbs can be very long, especially with files, folders and 
subfolders. Ideally it should be kept on one line. The suggestion is to 
include ".." if total breadcrumbs characters(with spaces) is over 190 
(which is about one line). Ideally, display all the breadcrumbs possible 
from the left hand side.

Home > Communities > EU4ALL > Subgroup SP8 > Sub groups Ethical Issues > File Storage > Deliverable > Section 1 > UNED contributions >  Graph 
source files > Graph 1.1

Home > Communities > EU4ALL > Subgroup SP8 > Sub groups Ethical Issues > File Storage > Deliverable > Section 1 > ... > Graph 1.1


